were employed or not. The mortality among the children who were artificially fed for the first 6 months was about six times as great as among those who were breast fed.
The figures also showed that employment in a factory meant in most cases the giving up of breast feeding. As breast feeding among women of this class is essential to the health and even to the life of the infants, there is no doubt that factory employment greatly increases the mortality-rate of the infants. Among factory workers the rapid decrease from 94 per cent. in the first month of life to 23 per cent. in the sixth month in the amount of breast feeding was most significant. Dr. Duncan finishes her report by saying:
The general conclusions to be drawn from another year's study of this question are much the same as those arrived at in 1908 It seems pretty. certain that industiial employment has a bad effect on the infantile mortality, principally because it interferes with breast feeding. For this reason employment in a factory is more harrnful than employment at home. But the influence of industrial employment is quite small when compared. with the influence of acute poverty. It would seem, therefore, that in so far as the mother's employment reduces the acuteness of the poverty, it may tend to improve the infant mortality. At any rate, it is doubtful whether any further interference with the employ-ment of married women would be at all beneficial as long as the acute poverty remains.
VIENNA.
Medical Men in the New Parliamnent.-Punishment for Di8suading from Necessaryj Operation.-Health of Vienna -during the Heat Period of July. THE new Parliament has been convoked for a short session in order to-ascertain the opinion of its meembers on several matters awaiting decision. Of the 516 members, only 9 less than 2 per cent.-belong to the medical profession;* some 12 or 14 otlher members can be relied upon to support bills suggested by medical members of the House. This is an unsatisfactory state of things, as some very important matters affecting the very existence of the doctors will be brought before this Parliament. The national insurafoe scheme, very similar to that introduced in England by Mr. Lloyd George, threatens the doctors in an even higher degree than in England. The medical men have not had enough insight to concentrate all their efforts on securing the election of a larger number of their brethren. The autumn session af our Parliament is therefore viewed by medical men with grave anxiety.
An interesting judgement was delivered a short time ago by an Austrian judge. A patient had been advised by his doctor to have an operation performed on his leg for tuberculous disease of the tibia. The patient thought fit to consult a bonesetter, who gave an opinion contrary to the advice of the surgeon; he treated the leg himself, with the result-that gangrene set in and the limb had to be removed on account of thrombophlebitis, which was endangering the patient's life. The patient then promptly sued the quack for damages and tried also to recover the fees paid.
He did not get his money, but the judge sent the quack to prison for two months. The argument of the judge was noteworthy. lHe said: It is a crime to counteraet. the advice of a learned, duly qualified doctor, who takes tlo responsibility of advising an operation, especially if the person who dissuades the patient is absQlutely incompetent, owing to lack of proper studies, to understand the needs of a diseased body. or organ. The quack was sentenced, not for quackery, but for preventing the victim from following sound advice. A similar incident happened quite recently; a patient suffering from appendicitis was advised by a well-known hospital surgeon to undergo operation. Acting on the advice of a supposed fellowsufferer, who did also a little in tlle quackery line, he resorted to. plasters and ointments;-peritonitis quickly developed and ended fatally. As the necropsy showed, perforation of a gangrenous appendix had occurred. In this instance the State took up the case, and the foolislh adviser escaped with a fortnight's lhard labour, but it is satisfactory to note that medical advice is regarded by the authorities as a thing to be respected.and protected.
The weather during the months of June and July has been very warm in Central Europe, and especially July has been very trying to persons unaccustomed to temperatures so high as were then experienced. In Vienna the thermometer reached 980 F. at 2 p.m. in the shade on six consecutive days. The effect of this heat, coupled witlh a relatively dry air, was a quick fall in the nlumber of -cases of infectious diseases-2,381 from June 15th to July 15th, against 2,981 in the preceding four weeks. The mortality was the lowest on record for the same time, 2,632 deaths being recorded, or 88 a day, against 95 in May-June. Tiere'are quite a number of other curiosities of treatment in rectal surgery which have. been handed-down from one generation to another, which are really bad and in the light of present-day surgery should be done away with.-I am, etc., London, W., Aug. 9th.
FRED. C. WALLIS.
SIR,-From the fact that the great majority of surgeons find it necessary to stretch -the sphincter preparatory to operating for haemorrhoids, it would appear obvious that they. find it-very difficult to-dispense with this manceuvre. Surgeon9 like Sir F. C. Wallis and Dr. Jobhn O'Connor may, owing to their great experience, -find it perfectly easy to dispense with the stretching, but the average man cannot obtain--a Satisfactory view of the field of operation without resorting to this practice. If the requisite deep anaes thesia is not produced, a contracting sphincter adds very much to the difficulties of the operation.
Spinal analgesia makes this operation extremely easy, owing to the perfect relaxation which is obtainied. I have for some years used a combination of 'local and geneial anaesthesia in these cases. About 10'c.cm. of'novocain or eucaine solution with adrenalin is injected'deeply into both sphincters on each side of the meedian raphe. Within ten minutes they are both paralysed and a patulous anus is obtained.i-A very light anaesthesia then only bec'omes necessary, and it is even possible to complete the operation' under the local analgesia, though I do not recommend! it. Th&a*eienee of pain and rapid retttrn to the'"normal con- Besides the delegates, there were but a handful of members of the Association present, and the "business" simply rushed through, except the complimentary votes, which were pretty freely and enthusiastically discussed. Without the slightest reference to discussion, the Chairman abruptly closed the meeting. There were those of us prepared to speak in support of the "policy "-a most threadbare and weak phrase-adopted by the Association in reference to the crisis brought about by the Insurance B-ill, but we were not even given a sketch of what was being done.
I know this attitude of supreme satisfactipn with thcir own work adopted by this Annual Delegates' Meeting is an.
offence to many, and I do not hesitate to warn those who have arrogated to themselves supreme control over the affairs of the Association that thieir conduct has jeopardized the success of the special appeal for funds. Could anything be more unwise than to appeal for, and secure, money in large sums from thousands of men outside the Association and to say to them, You shall have no voice in the distribution of -the fund ? Personally, I shall want to know how much is to go in the cost of extravagant literature and other " incidental " expenses, and how much for the " relief " fund.
But, further, the Association has an income of £56,000 or more a year. What nucleus of this is available for the purpose of defence-of emancipating the profession from the slavery they have suffered for years at the hands of an unsprupulous public? We have supreme power in. our hands; are we again to throw ourselves away ?-I am, etc., Old Trafford, Aug. lst. .JAS. BRASSEY BRIERLEY.
CLUB DOCTORS. SIR,-During the period of 'discussion of the ins'urance Bill there has been in a Iertain small town a keen com-'' petition for the club appointments-two, both at 3s. per head per annum-of a practitioner lately deceased. There was no question of an increase in the members' capitation fee, but very-great and zealous Wire-pulling on th;epart 'f two applicants.
What is the u.se of talking of the tyranny of friendly societies in circumstances such as these?
According to latest parliamentary reports we 'shall soon have to consider the pos'sible opposition of'herbal doctors.
With an unfriendly press af'd to prove this 'one 'has only to try to get a letter' with mention of Secret 11ernedie' inserted I-anything will be possible. The period of time before the autumn session will be well occupied in looking into such matters as these. 
